Macbeth and Romeo & Juliet
Summary, Characters & Lexicon  
This condensed version of Macbeth introduces students to an important story about morality and consequences. The play explores how ambition and the desire for power can lead to tragic mistakes. The characters and themes are timeless and teach valuable lessons about choice, responsibility, and the effects of our actions.
Summary 
The play *Macbeth* by William Shakespeare is a story about ambition, power, and its dangerous consequences. Macbeth is a brave soldier in Scotland. After winning a battle, he meets three witches who tell him he will become the King of Scotland one day. Encouraged by his wife, Lady Macbeth, and his own ambition, he decides to kill King Duncan to take the throne.  

After becoming king, Macbeth becomes paranoid and scared that others might try to take his place. He orders more murders to protect his power, including his friend Banquo and Banquo’s son, Fleance. However, his actions lead him deeper into guilt and madness. Lady Macbeth also feels guilty for their crimes and eventually loses her mind.  

In the end, Macbeth is defeated in battle by Macduff, a loyal lord, and Malcolm, the rightful heir to the throne. The play is a warning about how greed and power can destroy lives.  

Main Characters  

1. Macbeth: A brave Scottish soldier whose ambition leads him to murder and become king, but his rise to power brings his tragic downfall.  

2. Lady Macbeth: Macbeth's wife, who helps him with the murder but later feels deep guilt and loses her mind.  

3. The Three Witches: Mysterious women who predict Macbeth's rise to power and his downfall, influencing his actions.  

4. King Duncan: The kind and fair King of Scotland, murdered by Macbeth.  

5. Banquo: Macbeth's friend and fellow soldier. He is also given a prophecy by the witches that his descendants will become kings.  

6. Macduff: A nobleman of Scotland who opposes Macbeth and eventually kills him.  

7. Malcolm: King Duncan’s son, who fights to restore the throne to his family.  

Lexicon (Vocabulary) 
1. Ambition: A strong desire to achieve something, like power or success.  

2. Prophecy: A prediction about what will happen in the future.  

3. Betrayal: Breaking someone’s trust or being disloyal.  

4. Guilt: A feeling of regret or responsibility for doing something wrong.  

5. Paranoia: Extreme fear or suspicion that others want to harm you.  

6. Throne: The seat or position of a king or queen.  
7. Tyrant: A cruel or unfair ruler.  

8. Loyalty: Being faithful and trustworthy to someone or something, such as a king or friend.

9. Downfal: The loss of power, success, or position, often caused by one’s own actions.

10. Justice: Fair treatment or the restoration of what is right.

Romeo and Juliet * Summary, Characters & Lexicon 
Romeo and Juliet is a play about passionate love and the damage caused by hate and violence. It teaches students the importance of understanding, forgiveness, and the dangers of letting anger control us. It is one of the most famous stories in the world, showing how love can be both beautiful and tragic.
Summary  

*Romeo and Juliet*, written by William Shakespeare, is a story about young love and the dangers of hate. It takes place in Verona, Italy, where two families, the Montagues and the Capulets, are enemies. Romeo, the son of the Montague family, falls deeply in love with Juliet, the daughter of the Capulet family. Even though their families hate each other, Romeo and Juliet decide to secretly marry.  

Things start to go wrong when Romeo accidentally kills Tybalt, a member of Juliet’s family, during a fight. He is forced to leave Verona. Heartbroken, Juliet takes a potion to make her look dead so she can run away and be with Romeo. However, Romeo does not know about the plan. Thinking Juliet is truly dead, he takes poison and dies. When Juliet wakes up and sees Romeo has died, she takes her own life too.  

Their sad deaths bring their families together, and they finally agree to stop fighting. The play is about love, family, and the terrible cost of hate.  

Main Characters  

1. Romeo Montague: A young man who falls in love with Juliet. He is passionate, romantic, and impulsive.  

2. Juliet Capulet: A young woman who falls in love with Romeo. She is brave, loving, and determined to follow her heart.  

3. Mercutio: Romeo’s close friend who loves joking and sees life as an adventure. Sadly, he is killed by Tybalt.  

4. Tybalt: Juliet’s cousin who hates Romeo and the Montague family. He is aggressive and is killed by Romeo.  

5. Friar Laurence: A priest who helps Romeo and Juliet by secretly marrying them and creating a plan for them to escape together.  

6. The Nurse: Juliet’s loyal servant who cares for her like a mother and helps with Romeo and Juliet’s secret relationship.  

7. Lord Montague and Lady Montague: Romeo’s parents, who are involved in the feud with the Capulets.  

8. Lord Capulet and Lady Capulet: Juliet’s parents, who want her to marry someone she does not love.  

9. Prince Escalus: The ruler of Verona who tries to keep peace between the Montagues and Capulets.  

Lexicon (Vocabulary)  
1.Feud: A long and bitter fight or disagreement between two groups, families, or people.  

2. Love: A strong feeling of affection and care for someone.  

3. Hate: A strong feeling of dislike or anger toward someone.  

4.Secret: Something that is kept hidden or not told to others.  

5. Poiso: A dangerous liquid that can kill someone when drunk.  

6. Tragedy: A very sad story where bad things happen, often ending in death.  

7. Marriage: When two people decide to be together as husband and wife.  

8. Revenge: The act of harming someone because they hurt you or someone you care about.  

9.Death: When someone’s life ends.  

10. Peace: The absence of fighting or war; harmony between people.  

